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STUDENT’S CORNER
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0 nce upon a time, two kings fought
for sovereignty over a kingdom;

the Defeated king conceded his kingdom to
the victor and retired into the forest, where he
spent his time in religious and philosophical
pursuits. To celebrate his victory, the Trium-

phant king decided to perform a Yagna* dur-

ing which a cow died unexpectedly and that
was a bad omen which had to be atoned.
The king was in a great quandary and sought advice regarding the penance that would help him to
complete the yagna. All the priests and learned scholars, he consulted, told him that the only person

upon earth who can give the solution to this problem was his enemy, who had retired to the forest.

The king without any hesitation approached the Defeated King and requested him for the remedy to
complete the stalled yagna. The Defeated King also came forward without any hesitation to solve the
religious poser and cooperated with his former enemy. In order to achieve an ideal religious solution

and for the greater welfare of the community, both the kings set aside their personal egos/arrogance.

The tale of these two kings is narrated as “Khandikya-Kesidhvajapakhyanam” (Khandikya-Kesidhvaja
Commentary) in the epic poem Amuktamalyada by Sti Krishnadevaraya. Literature played a significant
role in reinforcing the religious structure and righteousness in the Ancient Indian society, as can be
seen from this example. Khandikya was the loser King and the triumphant king was Kesidhvaja.
What makes the tale more interesting is the twist at the end!

Kesidhvaja announced that as gurudakshina — the traditional sacrificial fee for completion of the ya-
gna, he was ready to bestow on Khandikya whatever he desired. Kesidhvaja was ready even to surren-
der the kingdom that he had conquered, if Khandikya used the opportunity to recover his kingdom.
While adherence to religious traditions and generosity is essential for the triumphant king, it is equally
important for the defeated King to be magnanimous. And that is when the whole scenario underwent
a whimsical twist. Khandikya could have asked back for his kingdom easily but he did not! Instead, he
asked Kesidhvaja to impart Brahmajianam - the spiritual knowledge and highest truth, in which
Kesidhvaja was well versed. Kesidhvaja was surprised and asked Khandikya the reason for not de-

manding the kingdom back since nothing is more precious to a Kshatriya than gaining sovereignty.

Khandikya replied, “Sovereignty is only an earthly asset — to be obtained by struggle and physical ef-
fort — one should not aspire for its strifeless acquisition. Only if we endeavour and strive to achieve
something, will we understand its value! I was defeated by you, a stronger opponent —what is shame-
ful about that? As a true Kshatriya, I should recover my sovereignty through a well-planned skirmish;
to acquire it back through underhand means like this would be unethical!”

Such inspiring and instructive stories should be included as part of children’s academic curriculum.
Such inputs will help them walk on the path of righteousness and would also contribute to their per-
sonal evolution. Such stories will make them realize that freebies are worthless and not to be desired
for. It will also help them to acquire the knowledge necessary to discriminate between essen-

tials and non-essentials in this World.
Dr Suguna Kannan
* Yagna - a ritual sacrifice with a specific objective.
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